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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SS, MASS, MO, MR. AG, FR, SP, PEPR 

SUBJECT: UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM'S MEETING WITH MOROCCAN 
AMBASSADOR BENGELLOUN 

REFS: (A) RABAT 2222 (NOTAL); (B) RABAT 2248 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY: IN MEETING WITH NEWSOM, AND IN SUBSEQUENT 
TALK WITH QUANDT, BENGELLOUN WAS INFORMED THAT PRESIDENT'S 
HEAVY SCHEDULE LIKELY PRECLUDE MAY MEETING REQUESTED BY 
HASSAN. BENGELLOUN SAID THAT IN THAT CASE KING WILL NOT 
ATTEND UN DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE. IN BRIEF DISCUSSION ON 
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MOROCCAN USE OF U.S. ARMS, BENGELLOUN WAS TOLD BOUCETTA'S 
APRIL 14 "ASSURANCES" TO AMBASSADOR ANDERSON WOULD NOT BE 
HELPFUL IN DEALING WITH CONGRESS. NEWSOM EMPHASIZED 
CONGRESS' CURRENT SERIOUS CONCERN WITH USE OF AMERICAN 
WEAPONS OUTSIDE BORDERS OF RECIPIENT STATES. VELIOTES 
STRESSED DESIRABILITY OF WITHDRAWING F-5S FROM SAHARA AND 
MAURITANIA. END SUMMARY. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


2. MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR BENGELLOUN CALLED APRIL 20 AT HIS 
REQUEST ON UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM. HE EXPRESSED FIRST 
KING HASSAN'S PLEASURE AT NEWSOM'S APPOINTMENT AND THEN 
RAISED KING'S PROPOSED VISIT, REFERRING TO FONMIN BOUCETTAS 
APRIL 14 MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR ANDERSON. BENGELLOUN 

EXPLAINED THAT KING WILL COME TO U.S. ONLY IF PRESIDENT 
ABLE TO RECEIVE HIM FOR WORKING VISIT OF DAY AND A HALF. 

3. RESPONDING, NEWSOM ASSURED BENGELLOUN WHITE HOUSE IS 
INFORMED OF KING'S DESIRE VISIT. HE EXPLAINED PRESIDENT 
WILL BE VERY BUSY IN MAY 20-30 TIME FRAME WITH DOMESTIC 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND AS HOST FOR NATO SUMMIT. MOREOVER, 

AT LEAST EIGHT CHIEFS OF STATE AND ELEVEN HEADS OF GOVERN- 
MENT ALREADY HAVE ANNOUNCED PLANS TO ATTEND DISARMAMENT 
CONFERENCE. IF IT INDEED PROVED IMPOSSIBLE FOR PRESIDENT 

TO RECEIVE HASSAN IN MAY, NEWSOM SAID HE HOPED A MEETING 
COULD BE ARRANGED AT SOME OTHER TIME, AS HE CONSIDERED 
DIRECT COMMUNICATION DESIRABLE. AS THIS PHASE OF DISCUS- 
SION CONCLUDED, BENGELLOUN MENTIONED THAT AMONG MOTIVES 
PROMPTING HASSAN TO PROPOSE AN AMERICAN VISIT WAS KING'S 
BELIEF THAT SADAT MIGHT BE COMING TO NEW YORK FOR THE DIS- 
ARMAMENT CONFERENCE. NEWSOM REMINDED BENGELLOUN IN PASSING 
THAT KING HAD BEEN INVITED MANY TIMES TO U.S. 
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4. THERE WAS INSUFFICIENT TIME FOR THOROUGH DISCUSSION 

OF MOROCCO'S USE OF AMERICAN WEAPONS, BUT SEVERAL IMPORTANT 
POINTS WERE MADE. NEWSOM REMINDED BENGELLOUN THAT GENERAL 
TOPIC OF THE USE OF AMERICAN ARMS OUTSIDE THE TERRITORY 
OF RECIPIENT STATES CURRENTLY IS A VERY LIVELY ONE IN 
WASHINGTON. HE EXPLAINED THAT DISCUSSIONS ON THIS TOPIC 
INITIATED BY USG WITH GOM SHOULD BE SEEN IN CONTEXT OF THIS 
GENERAL CONCERN, NOT BECAUSE USG HAS DOWNGRADED GREAT I POR 
TANCE IT PLACES ON RELATIONS WITH MOROCCO. USG WISHES AVOID 
RESTRICTIVE LEGISLATION WHICH COULD RESULT FROM CONGRES- 
SIONAL DISCONTENT. 

5. VELIOTES ADDED THAT BOUCETTA'S STATEMENT TO ANDERSON 
(REF B) THAT HE DID NOT KNOW IF THERE CURRENTLY WERE F-5S 
IN SAHARA AND MAURITANIA WOULD NOT SATISFY THOSE WITHIN 
CONGRESS WHO WOULD WANT TO KNOW WHAT RESPONSE DEPARTMENT 
HAD RECEIVED IN DISCUSSIONS WITH GOM ON WITHDRAWAL OF THESE 
AIRCRAFT. AS MEETING CONCLUDED NEWSOM TOLD BENGELLOUN 

HE WOULD LOOK PERSONALLY AT ISSUES DISCUSSED AND MEET WITH 
HIM AGAIN FOR MORE DETAILED EXCHANGE. BENGELLOUN SAID GOM 
WANTED CLEARER UNDERSTANDING OF USG ATTITUDE. STATING 
USG EARLIER HAD MADE DEMARCHES IN MADRID URGING THE 
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SPANISH TO NEGOTIATE WITH MOROCCO THE FUTURE OF SPANISH 
SAHARA, AND IN 1975 HAD VOTED FOR RESOLUTION BRAVO WHILE 
ABSTAINING ON RESOLUTION ALPHA AT UNGA, BENGELLOUN INDI- 
CATED HE DID NOT BELIEVE CURRENT PROBLEM ORIGINATES WITH 
CONGRESS, WHERE HE SAID HE IS CONFIDENT THAT MOROCCO WOULD 
WIN A MAJORITY IF A VOTE WERE HELD. 

6. AS HE WAS ESCORTED TO HIS CAR BY VELIOTES, BENGELLOUN 
CLAIMED MOROCCO HAS SITUATION IN THE SAHARA AND MAURITANIA 
UNDER CONTROL, AND HE REPEATED THE KING'S STATEMENT THAT 
THE OV-10 AND COBRA ARE NOT NEEDED FOR USE IN THESE 

AREAS. CITING OULD DADD AH'S RECENT VISIT TO TRIPOLI. HE 
CONTENDED THAT ALGERIA'S ALLIES ARE LOSING INTEREST IN 
SUPPORTING BOUMEDIENE. BLAMING ALGERIA FOR ABORTING OAU 
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CONSIDERATION OF THE SAHARA CONFLICT, BENGELLOUN PREDICTED 
ISSUE NEXT WILL ARISE AT THE UN, WHERE MOROCCO HOPES TO 
HAVE U.S. SUPPORT. BENGELLOUN MENTIONED PARENTHETICALLY 
THAT MOROCCO NOW HAS 10,000 TROOPS SERVING IN MAURITANIA. 
VELIOTES REITERATED THE DESIRABILITY OF WITHDRAWING THE 
F-5 AIRCRAFT FROM THE SAHARA AND MAURITANIA TO PROTECT 
TRADITIONAL FMS PROGRAM AGAINST POSSIBLE CONGRESSIONAL 
SUSPENSION. 

7. ON APRIL 21, BENGELLOUN CALLED ON QUANDT AT NSC TO 
PRESS REQUEST THAT PRESIDENT MEET WITH HASSAN. QUANDT 
INDICATED PRESIDENT'S HEAVY SCHEDULE DURING MAY PROBABLY 
WOULD MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO ARRANGE DESIRED MEETING. 

8. IT WAS AGREED THAT, ONCE WE HAVE PRESIDENT'S RESPONSE 
TO KING'S LETTER, UNDER SECRETARY AND BENGELLOUN WOULD 
MEET AGAIN FOR FULLER DISCUSSION. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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